


7. DESCRIPTION i ---
I (Chock One) I 

Brownsville is a two-story b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  a  gable roof and one 
i n t e r i o r  end chimney. The w a l l s  a r e  f i n e l y  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond w i t h w h i t e  
marble l i n t e l s  over  the  windows. The o f f - c e n t e r  door on the  land f r o n t  
i s  framed by a f i n e l y  executed pedimented Doric p o r t i c o  wi th  a Chinese 
r a i l i n g .  The corresponding door on the  ocean f r o n t  had a s i m i l a r  p o r t i c o ,  
but  i t  has disappeared.  A one-and-a-half s t o r y  frame wing e rec t ed  i n  1809 
con ta ins  the  p resen t  d in ing  room. Attached t o  the  wing by an enclosed 
passage is  the  k i t chen ,  formerly loca ted  f u r t h e r  from the  house and moved 
t o  i ts  p resen t  l o c a t i o n  i n  the  l a t e -n ine teen th  century.  
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The ch ie f  d i s t i n c t i o n  of Brownsville i s  t h e  s u p e r l a t i v e  Federa l  woodwork on 
the  i n t e r i o r .  Espec ia l ly  no tab le  is  the  drawing room t r i m  w i th  the  appl ied  
decora t ion  on the  mantel and t h e  tassel-and-swag decora t ion  on t h e  c h a i r  
r a i l - The woodwork v a r i e s  i n  e l a b o r a t i o n  but  not  i n  q u a l i t y  throughout 
the  house. Both t h e  i n t e r i o r  and e x t e r i o r  of  the  house a r e  i n  a f i n e  s t a t e  
~f  p re se rva t ion .  
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The spacious shaded yard surrounding the  house con ta ins  s e v e r a l  ou tbu i ld ings  
and the  family burying ground. The whole complex i s  s e t  on a po in t  of  land 
from which a broad prospect  of  t h e  marshlands and i s l a n d s  s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  
house from t h e  ocean i s  obtained.  
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PEIIIOD (Check One or More a. ApproprisfeJ 

Pre.Co1umbi.n 1 0 16th Century 0 18th ~ ; n t ~ ~ ~  201h Century 

[3 15th Century 17th Centvly 191h Century 
.. 

SPECIFIC DATEOI ( ~ f ~ p p l i c s b r oa n d ~ n o m )  1806 
& R E A S  OF SICHIFICANCE (Check One or More .a Appmpdsts) ! - .  ~.> * .  , . . . , . . .::.< 

.. . ,*b? ;sin.l . . , , 0 Ed"c.liqn . , . .. iP0i!,iti~!r .,. ,:.-..- - - -- --- uribo," Plpl]n!,?~ ,. : 
0 Prohistoric Enginsorinp Rsligion/Phi. ., .,. 0 Ptb0':(Spbcf!~k . , 

Historic Industry Iosophy 
A . . i c u l w ~  Invent im 0 Science 

A r c h i m ~ ~ v r .  Londscap. 0 Srulptur. 

pj Art Archit.rtun 0 S o c i ~ l / H u m ~ n -
Conm.rc. Lit.r.tu.. i t ~ l i ~ "  

Camunicmtions Militory rJ Theater 
0 Consorvation [3 Music 0 Tronrportotion 

S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I C M I F I C A N C E  - ,  .. .. . . 

- .  -
The land on which t h e  present  Brownsville farm is loca ted  was included 
i n  a 1262 a c r e  t r a c t ,  patented i n  1652 by John Browne. .The proper ty  was 
i n h e r i t e d  by Browne's daughter  Sara, wife  of Arthur Upshur, and has 
remained i n  the  hands of t h e i r  descendants t o  the  p resen t  day, making i t  
one of the  o l d e s t  family holdings i n  Virg in ia .  The f i r s t  bu i ld ing  known 
t o  have been b u i l t  on t h e  t r a c t  was a small frame dwel l ing ,  25' x 35 ' ,  
wi th  a b r i c k  da ted  1691. This house, which was known a s  "Brownsville Old 
Ha l l , "  was o r i g i n a l l y  loca ted  a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  e a s t  of the  p resen t  
house, but  i n  1898 i t  was moved ac ross  the c reek  and i s  now i n  ru ins .  

The p resen t  b r i c k  house was b u i l t  i n  1806 by John Upshur a t  the  r e l a t i v e l y  
high c o s t  o f  $10,000. Because of the  many r e l a t i v e s  who shared h i s  new 
house, Upshur dec la red ,  "There i s  no p lace  t o  put  the s o l e  of  my f o o t , "  
so i n  1809 he added t h e  one-and-a-half s t o r y  frame wing. The main p a r t  
of Brownsville is an unusual ly c a r e f u i l y  b u i l t  s t r u c t u r e ,  cons t ruc ted  of 
m a t e r i a l s  of  the  h ighes t  qual,ty. The i n t e r i o r  woodwork 1s considered t o  
rank  among t h e  most s o p h i s t i c a t e d  and e l abora t e  Federal  woodwork on the  
Eas tern  Shore. Many of the d e t a i l s  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  those  of woodwork found 
i n  o t h e r  important houses on t h e  Shore such a s  Kerr P lace ,  Wharton Place,  
Eyre Hall, and Wesley. I t  would seem t h a t  these  examples, a s  we l l  a s  
o t h e r s ,  were executed by a s i n g l e  t a l e n t e d  craf tsman who unfo r tuna te ly  
has not  been i d e n t i f i e d .  Despi te  t h e  anonymity of  Brownsvil le 's  des igner  
and b u i l d e r ,  t h e  house s t ands  as a d i s t ingu i shed  homestead f o r  one of  the  
Eas tern  Shore 's  o l d e s t  f ami l i e s .  
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